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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – June 2, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
State Representative Barry Faulkner, Mt. Caesar Union Library Director Cadigan Gregory, and others 
who did not speak 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley provided the following update:  4685 cases, 245 deaths and 2954 recovered. Swanzey has 7 
cases and 1-4 active cases. Branley said Stay-at-Home order has been extended to June 15, 2020. 
Churches have been opened with restrictions and lodging will be opening soon. Day camps are 
authorized to start as June 22, 2020. He said there is guidance for that opening.  Branley said CARES Act 
reimbursement has been submitted.   
 
Branley said an older resident reached out for help with groceries and someone has volunteered to help, 
which was greatly appreciated.  
 
Colby asked Branley to share some information on the grant submission. Branley said the largest 
submission was for costs associated with welfare for people who had economic challenges due to COVID 
19.  Some were had off or hard hours reduced and others had disability hearings that were postponed. 
This was the largest single cost at more than $19,000. In addition was the cost of fringe benefit for first 
responders.  He said also requested is reimbursement for employees who took family leave for COVID-
19 reasons. There were $7,000 related expenses. Some legal expenses were involved.  Solid waste 
hauling expenses were included.  He noted that a lot more trash went into the compactor because the 
Town suspended most recycling. Hauling and disposing of trash is more costly than recycling. He noted 
departments that had some overtime or additional part time hours including the Health Officer, and 
Police and Fire Departments. Branley said a total of $48,000 has been requested. And further expenses 
can be requested later in the summer. Additional costs could include Information Technology services, 
and the ambulance purchase, among others which can be captured as expenses through August of 2020. 
 
Faulkner asked if tax bills had been mailed out and Branley said, yes, they have been mailed out. Tax 
payment amounts are also available on the tax kiosk on the Town’s website. 

http://www.zoom.us/
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Gregory said she wanted to let people know Mt. Caesar Union Library will be accepting return of books 
curbside on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday will have four hour shifts for pickup and drop-off of 
books starting next Monday. 
 
 
Meeting over at 2:10 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on June 3, 2020  
 


